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	Special Rapporteur on violence against women finalizes country mission to Honduras and calls for urgent action to address the culture of impunity for crimes against women and girls, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNITED NATIONS, July 7, 2014, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14833&
“In Honduras, violence against women is widespread and systematic and it impacts women and girls in numerous ways. It precludes the exercise of civil, political, economic, social, cultural, and development rights, and is thus a barrier to effective citizenship. The climate of fear, in both the public and private spheres, and the lack of accountability for violations of human rights of women, is the norm rather than the exception.”

“During the course of the mission, I noted numerous concerns as regards the high levels of domestic violence, femicide and sexual violence …[I]ncidents of violence against women are increasing. For example, it was noted that between 2005 and 2013, the number of violent deaths of women rose by 263.4%. According to the National Health and Population Survey for the period of 2011-2012, 27% of women aged between 15-49 years, and 37% of women aged between 45-49 years, have been subjected to physical violence at some point in their lives.”

“Statistics from the Public Prosecutor’s Office reflect approximately 16,000 reported allegations of numerous manifestations of violence against women for 2012, with 74.6% related to domestic and intra-family violence, and 20% related to sexual offenses…[I]n 2013, approximately 2,851 sexual violence complaints were filed, with the prevalence rate rising from 4.6 in 2008 to 8.6 in 2010.”

“Significant challenges persist in the area of accountability for acts of violence against women and girls. For example, it is argued that there is a 95% impunity rate for sexual violence and femicide crimes. In cases of domestic violence, the CEDAW Committee noted in 2006, that the resolution rate of domestic violence cases was 2.55%.”

“The main challenges identified to address violence against women include the lack of effective implementation of legislation, obstacles such as gender discrimination in the justice system, inconsistencies in the interpretation and implementation of legislation, and the lack of access to services that promote safety and also address prevention of future acts of violence. Moreover, corruption, the lack of political will, and the failure of authorities to exercise due diligence in investigating, prosecuting and punishing perpetrators of violence against women contributes to an environment of impunity, resulting in little or no confidence in the justice system.”


	CC-1

	Country Report on Human Rights in Honduras: 2013, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, U.S. Dept. of State, February 27, 2014, http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/220663.pdf.

“Among the most serious human rights problems were corruption, intimidation and institutional weakness of the justice system leading to widespread impunity; unlawful and arbitrary killings by security forces, organized criminal elements, and others…. Pervasive societal violence persisted…. Other human rights problems included… violence and harassment of women; child prostitution and abuse…. Organized criminal elements, including local and transnational gangs and narcotics traffickers, were significant perpetrators of violent crimes in the country and committed acts of murder, extortion, kidnapping, torture [and] human trafficking…”


“Violence against women and impunity for perpetrators continued to be a serious problem. The National Observatory of Violence reported that violent deaths of women increased by 246 percent between 2005 and 2012. The national observatory recorded 323 homicides of women as of June [2013]. Media reported that a large  number of killings of women might be related to criminal organizations.”

“Rape was a serious and pervasive societal problem that permeated all facets of society…Rape continued to be underreported due to fear of stigma, retribution, and further violence. As of August [2013] the special prosecutor for women received 203 reports of rape and other sexual crimes against women.”

“Domestic violence continued to be widespread…As of August [2013] the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Women received 4,903 complaints of domestic abuse. …. In many cases victims were reluctant to press charges against abusers.”

“Sexual harassment was a serious societal problem but was underreported due to fear of stigma and reprisal.”

“Police, gangs and members of the public engaged in violence against poor youths.”


	CC-2

	Feminist Organizations Report – Status of Violence Against Women in Honduras; submitted to the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, June, 2014. www.derechosdelamujer.org/.../Violence-Women-Honduras-RapporteurONU -June2014.pdf‎
“From 2005 to 2013, the number of violent deaths of women rose by 263.4%. This violence is the result of multiple factors, including high levels of economic inequity and inequality, poverty, corruption, militarization, and an ever increasing presence of organized crime and drug trafficking, all of which has a strong negative impact on the human rights of the population, and on the lives of women in particular.”

“The cases of women killed in Honduras are characterized by the following aspects: Most of the women live in urban areas. [I]n 2013, 40% of all murders of women were concentrated in two cities: San Pedro Sula and the Central District….. Young women make up 43 to 49 percent of all women killed annually…. Disappearances are common. In 40.4% of the homicides of women that occurred in 2012, the place of the commission of the crime is unknown, which implied that the victims – women, girls and adolescents – were abducted from wherever they happened to be, retained against their will, probably subjected to sexual abuse and torture, and then killed and abandoned in public places.  Impunity reigns. The average rate of impunity during the last 6 years is 93.5%, which has left at least 2,500 women without any justice whatsoever during this time period.”

“In addition to being exposed to a context of homicidal violence (129 girls, adolescents and youths under the age of the 20 were killed in the country [in 2013]) and to a concentration of sexual abuse against their age group (girls under 15 represent 58% of all sex crimes victims that were granted a medical-legal review in 2013), young girls are also engaged in the worst kinds of child labor.”

“The State lacks centers of attention for women victims of violence and is incapable of assuring their well-being.”

“There are high levels of corruption as well as the involvement of police and military forces in crimes and human rights violations…… Militarization and the arms race in Honduras have a direct impact on the lives of women, and firearms continue to be the main instrument used to end women’s lives…. This is the main mechanism for committing femicides in the region.”

“The lack of political will, the prevalence of corruption, and the collapse of a justice system as the result of an economic, social and cultural collapse, have become decisive factors in increased violence against women at the same time that a culture of impunity is fostered…. Despite the rise in the disappearances of girls and women, there is no registry of these cases, nor is any action taken with diligence and celerity as urged by international organizations.  Due to discrimination and sexist prejudices, an absence of preventative measures exists, even though facts show that these forms of aggression tend to be the prelude to femicides.”  


	CC-3

	Rashida Manjoo, Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Human Rights Council, United Nations General Assembly, May 23, 2012, http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/A.HRC.20.16_En.pdf
“The rate of killings of men has been stable during the last decade, but there has been an increase in the rates of killings of women…in Honduras in 2007 murders of women increased 166 per cent, compared to 40 per cent for men.”

“Overall, 25 per cent of murders reveal evidence of sexual assault; 66 per cent of murders in Honduras…exhibit signs of brutality. Small firearms were used…in 79 per cent of femicides in Honduras in 2010. Femicide is considered the second-highest cause of death of women of reproductive age in Honduras.”


	CC-4

	How the Threads of Impunity are Sewn Together: Femicide in Honduras, National Campaign Against Femicide, WOMEN’S TRIBUNAL AGAINST FEMICIDE, March 18, 2013, http://www.contralosfemicidios.hn/publicaciones/item/how-the-threads-of-impunity-are-sewn-together
“The [Central America] region registered the highest levels of violence on the continent… The region’s homicide rate is the highest in the world: 86 [murders] per 100,000 [population] in Honduras.  These rates are 10 times higher than the global average…. Transnational organized crime and drug trafficking, as well as gang activity, are the main causes of such crimes.”


“From 1998 up until March of 2012, 7,315 Hondurans under the age of 23 have died violently, or have been made victims of extrajudicial executions. The number of young women among the victims stands out…. Around 20% of all homicides are committed against women and, of those homicides committed [in 2011], 70% of the victims fell into [the 15 to 35] age range…. [C]riminals appear to feel untouchable in a country in which the perpetrators of 98% of crimes enjoy impunity.”


“The homicide rate in Honduras [in 2011] was calculated at 86.5 per 100,000 inhabitants, the highest in the world….. In 2012 the situation have not got better….. Around 20% of the victims were women…. The situation is getting more serious as it becomes evident that members of the police force are involved in organized crime, drug trafficking and a great variety of other illicit activities.” 


“The gravity of the problem of femicide in Honduras is not only reflected in the yearly rise of cases, but also in the level of violence and cruelty inflicted upon the victims: rape, torture and, in some cases, mutilation….. Between 2003 and 2007, the number of men being murdered in Honduras rose by 50%. The number of women being murdered rose by 160%.... [F]rom 2005 to 2012, there has been a growing trend in the numbers of violent female deaths, from 175 to 606.  This represents a 257.9% increase over eight years.” 


“The cities with the highest femicide rates in Honduras are those with the largest populations, [including] San Pedro Sula. …… [T]he women who are dying are young….. The age groups from 15 to 44 years old stand out. The age range in which the majority of femicides take place is the 20-24 year old group.”


“[I]n 2011, there were higher rates of non-intimate femicide, defined as a situation in which the victim did not have an intimate, family or cohabitation relationship or similar with her attacker, but where efforts were made to control her sexually (sexual attack, rape, etc.)….. [I]t stands out that a significant percentage of deaths are brought about as a consequence of organized crime and are orchestrated by hired assassins.” 


”The investigative process promoted in Central America has led to the identification of new scenarios such as the trafficking of women for all kinds of exploitation, the mafia, national and international criminal networks, gangs, misogyny, and cruelty and intertwined scenarios, and armed group scenarios or evasive scenarios.  In such situations, women, mothers, sisters, wives, and workmates, or daughters become potential targets for revenge and score settling between men belonging to criminal groups and networks. All these scenarios manifest themselves in Honduras. Moreover, they have become more prevalent since the [2009] coup d’etat.” [Emphasis in original.] 

“It is concerning that the country’s justice operating institutions pay much less attention to lower profile cases, as is the case regarding the majority of femicides. They occur in the poorest areas of the country, in which people are afraid to file cases because criminals circulate freely within communities and where there is a general distrust in the police…[T]here is little willingness to process cases of violence against women.”


	CC-5

	Honduras: Deteriorating Human Rights Situation Needs Urgent Measures, Written Statement to the 25th Session of the UN Human Rights Council, Amnesty International, February 14, 2014, http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AMR37/003/2014/en/2567d905-3a43-4fec-90cf-a1afdb6d3d7d/amr370032014en.pdf.
“Violence against women and girls is rife, with civil society groups reporting 606 killings of women in 2012, the highest number since 2005.”

“The National Police should play a crucial role in criminal investigation, given that they are responsible for gathering and protecting evidence. However, they lack resources, expertise and accountability. Numerous reports indicate that the police frequently participate in human rights violations and organized criminal activities.”


	CC-6

	Landmark Election Must End Murder Spree of Women Sweeping Honduras, Press Release, Oxfam International, November 22, 2013, http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2013-11-22/landmark-election-must-end-murder-spree-women-sweeping-honduras.
“Last year a woman was killed every 15 hours but fewer than two per cent of cases were investigated.”

“A network of Honduran women’s groups – the Women Tribune against Femicide – says record murder rates of women is yet further damning evidence that the Honduran Government is not doing enough to tackle domestic violence and violent crime. The new data suggests that while overall crime figures are reducing, women’s murder rates are climbing year on year.”

“According to the Violence Observatory National Autonomous University of Honduras (UNAH), the murder of women has increased by eight percent in the first six months of [2013] compared to the same period last year.”


	CC-7

	Honduras: Femicide and Spousal and Sexual Abuse, and Services Provided to the Victims (2009-2011), Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, February 1, 2012, http://www.refworld.org/docid/4f4353d32.html.

“…‘[M]ore than 1,500 women were murdered in Honduras between 2008 and 2011…’ 96 percent of femicides committed in the country between 2005 and 2010 were…‘awaiting resolution or would simply go unpunished.’”

“In September 2010, the police reportedly received 2, 048 cases of rape, with 1,697 of these incidents against minors. According to… the United Nations Population Fund, 68 percent of women victims of sexual abuse in Honduras did not seek help following such an assault.’”


	CC-8

	Honduran Police Turn a Blind Eye to Soaring Number of ‘Femicides,’ The Observer, The Guardian, May 28, 2011, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/may/29/honduras-blind-eye-femicides

	CC-9


“Gender-based violence is now the second highest cause of death for women of reproductive age in this tiny Central American country.”

“…[W]omen are dying because of a deadly mixture of gun crime, political instability and the ‘systemic indifference’ of the police. Convictions for these crimes are rare—between 2008 and 2010, there were 1,110 reported cases of femicide, yet only 211 made it to court. Only 4.2% of these cases resulted in a conviction.”

“…[T]he number of women being killed in Honduras has dramatically spiked since a rightwing military coup deposed President Manuel Zelaya in July 2009.”

“ ‘We don’t even really know just how many women are being killed because families of victims are afraid to report violence and murders because they realize the legal system gives impunity to those responsible for the killings.’ ”

“A surge in violent crime is also claiming the lives of hundreds of Honduran women as Central America’s notorious Mara gangs extend their power… ‘In most cases they are the victims of vengeance attacks, carried out to send a message to male family members…In other cases, family members have identified members to the police as the executors of these murders, killing women as retaliation for gang attacks on police officers. The lives of these women are simply seen as collateral damage as gang violence gets worse.’”

“For many women the only chance of survival is to flee the country. Luisa Silva, 21, spoke to the Observer from an immigration lawyer's office in San Antonio, Texas. She says she was raped, beaten and threatened over a two-year period after she spurned the advances of an influential businessman. "After he beat and raped me for the second time, I went to the police, who said they would do nothing and that I should do what the man wanted," she says. "After that the violence got worse. He threatened to kill my family. There was nobody to protect me or help me, so the only option I had was to run." She was recently granted asylum by an American judge. "There are many women with the same story as me in Honduras, but most of them die," she says. "If I had stayed, I'd be dead too."
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